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Recall for * Temperament.'’

1f the city of Tacoma sina it must sin
against the light. Tt has the blessed-
ness of being next door to Oregon, the
trying ground of all Bedlamism : doubly
blessed, it enjoys the “commission
plan” of government, that last best gift
except five or six of heaven to man.
Yet Tacoma tried to recall her Mayor
the other day. What was his crime?
Well, after a vear in office, though he
had done nothing which should not have
been expected of him by the Tacomans,
perfectly familiar with his character,
his inclinations and his record, for he
i® no new man, “the principal complaint
against him," according to the Urrgo-
nian, was and is “that by temperament
he is a disturbing element in the com-
mission.” This is the head and front of
his offending. The gides of it are that
“he has played politics”—what Mayvor
of woman born doesn’'t? -“in handing
out the offices; he has trimmed first
with the liberal and then with the other
faction until both are angrv.” There
were charges of extravagance, of course,
Such charges are conventional, a cam-
raign “property.” They seem to have
amounted to little, At the bottom of
the row was “politics,” ordinary, petty
politics.  On such wings did the Angel
of Recall float down to Tacoma.

The Angel will have to call again in
a week'or o,  Under the recall article
of Tacoma's heaven born *“commission
plan” charter the old Mayor can't be
kept or a new one elected unless he has
a majority if thera are three or more
candidates. The Public Welfare—mark
the unctuous phrase—the Public Wel-
fare candidate stood one, the Disturb-
ing Temperament two, the Socialist
three, Apparently it rests with the
Socialists to decide whether the Public
Welfare shall be called in or the Dis-
turbing Temperament called back!

Commission plan didn't work; recall
hasn't worked so far; grand way to run
a city, Commission plan, the Oregonian
tells us, “provides only a method for
getting better men into office.” Why
superimpose the recall on it if it gets
the better men? And if the people have
made a mistake in electing a public
officer, why not let them stew in their
own juice and bear the penalty of
their own folly? 1s election piled on
election likely to make the voters more
careful?

. Tom Johnson.

\

¥ Tom JOHNBON—s0 he preferred to
be known, although he began life as
THOMAS LOFTIN JOHNSON—was a dealer
in paradoxes and political novelties, As
a business man he made money out
of trusts and the protective tariff; in
his purely civic capacity he assailed
monopoly as bad in principle and op-
pressive, and the tariff as extortion and
a grievous wrong. When a Represen-
tative in Congress from the Cleveland
district, Mr. JOHNSON proposed to intro-
duce a bill establishing free trade in one
paragraph and in another directing the
sale of custom houses. His first busi-
ness venture, as an urchin in Staunton,
Va., was to get his hands on all the news-
papers and periodicals coming in by
train and sell them at exorbitant prices.
He made a fortune in street car combi-
nations and then advocated municipal
ownership. He was the only man in
America who could run with the people
and hunt with the “interests.”

People in Cleveland will always be at
odds as to whether ToM JORNSON as
Mayor for four terms was a blight or a
blessing. By some he has been glorified
as a practical reformer, and others have
regarded him as a mountebank and
political empiric. Our own impression
i# that Cleveland has been greatly in-
debted to ToM JorNsox,  1tisa cleaner,
hetter built, better lighted and better
policed city for his public activities,
and the advertising it gained on ac-
count of his flamboyant methods was
not prejudicial to business, but the
contrary, as its rapid increase in popula-
tion shows. As long as he busied him-
self with the usual details of administra-
tion progress was substantial and visible,
It his spectacular reforms went wrong,
The three cent gtreet car fare tayned
out to be a burden and not an econonyy
to the people, because transfers )
to be paid for, In the end Clovilayg
guffered from too much JOHNSON 440
ecast him down rudely from his pedose )
In his prime he had prevailed avep 4,

Hon. THEODORE K. BURTON in a ooy |

paign for the mayoraliy, bue ooy
of no claims to statesmansbip o
at last took his measure

And great was the fiusco ol 0
soN's banking novelty. v
bank was widely advertised o0 g,
eent magazines with a jictie of 1),
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jovial promoter, but if deposits drew
interest from the day they were made
they could not bé taken out at will
without penalty. It was found that the
“bank money orders,” issued for each
deposit with automatio interest at 4
per cent., were not as convenient and
serviceable as the old bank books which
they replaced. There must have been
a lack of confidence in the scheme, for
the people’s bank retired from the field
rand transferred its business to two of
the old style banks.

In the last years of his life ‘Tom Jons-
SON'8 fortune dwindled and he gave up
his fine town house and the luxuriea he
had never denied himself in his charac-
ter of friend of the people; but there
must have been sterling worth in a man
who was ready to begin life again in the
shadow of so many defeats and could
make a jest of his troubles. If Tom
JOHNSON hankered after radical notions,
he was full of human nature, brimming
over with it; and if his sincerity might
sometinies be questioned, his love of his
kind could never be,

The Trouble in New York.

From time to time veracious reports
are sent from Washington that repre-
sentative Republican statesmen have
visited the Hon. WiLuiaM H. Tarr to
present to him the situation in his party
in this State. These reports invariably
contain warnings as to the future activ-
ity of “progressive” Republicans de-
voted to the support of the familiar
radical doetrines,

Such reports as those outlined do not
in our judgment accurately portray
the true situation or define the real
trouble with the Republican party in
this State. That there exists at the
present moment an almost complete
break between the leadership and the
membership of the party is unmistak-
able, That the consequences of this
break have been disastrous to the party
efficiency, have in fact resulted in ita
overwhelming defeat, is unmistakable.
So far any representations made out-
gide of the State concerning the condi-
tion within have been correct.

The distinction between the Republi-
can situation in this State and other
commonwealths generally described as
“insurgent” appears to be just this:
In New York there is no large nor even
considerable bodv of Republicans who
have the slightest confidence or even
interest in the radical doctrines which
are the characteristic feature of Middle
West “insurgency.” The Referendum,
the Recall, the Oklahoma Bank law,
the universal Direct Primary, all these
“issues”™ are without conspicuous chame-
pionship in this State,

The thing that exists, that dominates
the local political situation, is an intense,
an enormous weariness with the men
who have in recent yeara directed the
Republican party in the State. But it
is a simple emotion comprehended in
the familiar phrase “turn the rascals
out.” It was the unique and unsuccess-
ful effort of Governor HUGHES to trans-
form this weariness, this disgust, this
impatience, which represented a purely
negative emotion so far as principles
were ooncerned, into a positive and
unmistakable demand for the political
reforms that he advocated.

In this attempt Governor HuGHES
failed. He obtained the support of thou-
sands of men who were too weary with
existing conditions to care or to think

which at least promised a change., But
in the end he failed to create a com-
nact or considerable “insurgent” faction
devoted to recognized “insurgent” doc-
trines, and the failure doomed his meas-
ures in the Legislature.

The failure of THEODORE ROOSEVELT
was due to the fact that in New York,
at least, he had never been accepted as
an “insurgent” at all, he had dealt with
PLATT, with BARNES, with WOODRUFF.
No enemy of Governor HUuGHES had
been so persistent and so effective as
Mr. ROOSEVELT operating through the
“old guard.” Men who did not believe
in his doctrines followed Governor
HUGHES because they believed in him.
The few who believed in the “insurgent”
doctrines refused to follow THEODORE
ROOSEVELT because they considered him
at heart hostile to them and using their
colors merely for political purposes.

To-day the Republican party in New
York, so far as the great mass of its
membership is concerned, is a wholly
disorganized mob. It has anything
but affection for the leaders who just
now control the bare machinery. It has
not the slightest sympathy with the
doctrines which are the gospel of “in-
surgency” in the Middle West, The
unrest which began in the days of the
insurance investigation has never ceased
to grow, to spread, and to destroy party
alignment as it expanded. This de-
struction is still going on, and its con-
tinuance seems indefinite,

Neither Mr. ROOSEVELT nor Senator
La FOLLETTE nor Senator CUMMINS in
any sense represents the unrest in the
Republican party in New York State,
It has rejected Mr. ROOBEVELT: it will
quite as promptly reject the other two,
But until that time comes when there
shall be created in the State a leadership
which is representative of the feeling
of the masses of the Republican elec-
torate, it is idle to expect that there will
be any material change in the existing
situation,

The unrest, the dissatisfaction, the
breakdown of  party loyvalty, these
things are real, no one can exaggerate
them, nor can the danger they consti-
tute for the national Republican party
in the next election be easily overeme
phusized or unjustly magnified,

Two Bouthern Poeis,
Southward the star of poets takes iis
wayv. North Carolina has stimulated
Florida, Charlotte has fired Jackson-
ville: verse works of the utmost prome
{iseand of large output are already

[“in tull blast” in the Florida Paris,
P Comes=Umon presents Mr, SYDNEY
Crank HALEY, “a poet of the Sotth," of
“the fur South, with its wonderful lukes,
rivers and. tropueal frait™: a region
of a wonderful, lowing and
bard, Mr. HALEY seems to
llm “the coming,” the come man. He

Waorl by
tropieal
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{hrimm us “March in the Hammocks,"
lueh, gorgeous, filling, a bit poeish:

" With my Trais, my Halnty, delectable Trais,

day Is

of morn,
I tarried at noon in a forest enchanted

In areglon of glamour and mystery, hannted
Ny shadowy phantoms and Nel prlog beams.”

Thais is an antique and an ardent
vocable; a name of tremulant, almost
of temulent, carmine; dainty, delectable,
highly respeetable, in this case, See
how all the burbling passion and much
of the natural histdry of the Floridian
tropics foot it through the swamp:

Make moan ke a far coming dirge from the
deep,
While under the cyvpress hude, russet and sorrel
The lltlle green leaves seem to murmur and
weep
Along the dark alsies and the twillghted arches
The sob of the sorrow il water resounds
By alder and osler the diin river marches
(Thru gloom curtalned alleys and twillghted
arches)
Ry green floating Isiands and verdurous movunds,
And there where the amber hued cturrent s
gliding.
Or under the Iltles that float In the bhay,
The erocodile lurks, or the moceasin hiding
Lies colled In the pads and alert for his prey,
The bilthe, tiny ripples In gay allegretio
Sing songs to the rushes and laugh as they pass,
But under the stem of the writhing palmetto
The rattiesnake lurks In the pendulous grass

The crocodile, the moccasin, the rattle-
snake and the revised spelier: an at-
tractive landscape and waterscape. [et
us hope that Trais has some quinine
and the poet a half pint or so of some
rattlesnake charm; but not all darkling
is the prospect or the song:

“ But see, O my dainty, delectable THaIN,
Bright mald whom a thousand rare graces
adorn,
Whose mood (s as sweet as the mood of the May !s
Whose way ia the gieam and the gladness of
morn -
Not wholly of pallor and gloom 1= the hammock,
Not wholly of sadness and shadow and gloom,
The melodlous pine scatters odors balsamie,
The scent of the orange blows In from the
bioom
On the highlands
bosom
The hyacinth spreads ke A garment of green
All embroldered and patterned with pale, pur
ple blossom
And bright vellow honnets that nestle hetween
In the starry magnolia the cardinal fiashes,

And over the river's brown

Proclaiming., I'll wager, his own doughty
deeds!
And down through the hotghs of the cypresses
sprinkle
‘Tha rollicsome, fluttering rays of the sun;
On the floor of the forest they glitter and twinkle,
And over the river they quiver and run.”

What minnesinger ever quired to
May as jovously or with anvthing of
this riot of color and detail? Students
of prosody will thank us for reproduc-
ing this learned note by the orthopelist
of the Times-U'nion:

“‘March In the Hammocks' I8 written In an
unusual meter, A pure anapest unmized with
lambuses or trochees.

produces a conspleuously
rhythm *

“Throughout the poem,” continues
the learned commentator, whose opin-

much about the efficacy of a remedy |

ion we cordially share, “runs a vein of

(sentiment that fuses the varions parts

of it into a harmonious whole." As for
the form and language, they are daz-
zling; a forest of gamboge and hum-
[ ming birds, a plantation of peacocks, it
| comes o'er the ear like the sweet South,
Temper and chill, if you must, by the
restrained grace, the more than Attie
charm of JoSEPHUS DANIELS'S latest
song, “Under the Gamdeboo™;
“ 0, the pokeberry julce It smears my cheek
With a deeper than blood red hue;
I bathe my burning feet In the creek,
Under the gamdeboa!
Under the gamdeboo, | dream, sweet love, of you,
For my soul 1s eryin’ for old BiLL BRYaN
Under the gamdeboo!™”

Simple, sensuons, passiopate, this is
poetry,’or there is none in this world of
sin. So not yet is the brow of Tar-
heelia stripped of the garland, no mat-
ter how dainty and delectable is THals
and the apotheosis of her,

Properiy speaking. a reactlionary I8 one who
resisis progress or would undo progress,  Wash
ingion Star

A reactionary is one wheor still reacts to
common sense, .

Tha resolution of Representative Vicron
Mvrpock of Kansas that “leave to print®
speeches shall be so designated in the
Congressional Record does not go far
enough. They should be excluded alto-
gether except when they can be regarded
as continuations of speeches ¢gelivered on
the floor of the House and not finished
for lack of time,

The' President’'s Intereat In the national game
will draw him 10 many games this season, but he
stll Is a strong devotee of golf and on Saturdsy
will have his frst game over the new Cheyvy Chase
links - Despatch from Washingtan

With all due respect to the national
game, we fancy the President as a golf
enthusiast will wish himself on the links
aven while he is applauding a slide to
first base or a two bagger to centre when
it is rorely needed by the home team.

Time in Florida,
I'ram the message of Governor (ilchrist

The standard tme, adopted by the rallroads,
is the time generally accepted throughout the
State of Plorida, o Florlda the standard time
Is about one-hall hour behind sun time,  In the
States immediately north of us, where Enstern
time commenees, the time 18 about half an hour
ahead of sun Ume. ‘Therefore swhen it I8 abou®
W o'clock In Plorlda it Is ealled 10 o'clock In some
of the nearby States,  But few buslness men whb
now go to thelr ofices at 0 o'clock would hayve
the check o go o thelr oMees st the same time
of day If it were called 10 o'clock,  In the same
way but few servanis or cooks, for instance, who
commence work at 60 would have the nerve
to report at 740 By the operation of this rall-
road time law the people of our State naturally
coamence work generally about an hour Iater
than In some of the nearby Southern States and
half an hour later than 1L would be If the sun tlme
were uscd 1t Is quite apparent that through
the operntion of the rallroad Ume many thou-
sands of hours of valuable time are lost In the
developme=nt of the State of Plorlda

Two Anniversaries.

From the message of Governgr (iilchrist of lorua

The annlversary of the birihday of Jeflerson
Davis, President of the Confedernte States, a
nutive of Kentucky, has been made by legisintive
enactment a legal hollday In Cloilda, Tt is recom-
mended thal the annubyersary of the birthday of
Abraham Lincoln, a natlve of Kentueky, Presl
dent of the United States, be made by leglslative
enaciment a legal holiday,

Ry welrd Annuwaunee, the falrest of streams, |

“The fronds of the palm and the tops of the taure] |

| sovrm arricas Goun.

Wisnixaron, April 11.—Consul Gun-

"saulus, stationed in Johannesberg, re-

A mald whom a thofsand sweet graces adorn, ‘ porta that in twenty-five YOeurs the mines |
Whose smile as it shines like the peep o' the | of the Transvaal have yielded more than | rine is in a most flourishing condition.”

| $1,400,000,000 worth of gold, This is about

‘That breaks throvgh the tremulent carmine | $150,000,000 less than the gold output of have just declared increased dividends,

| the United States in the same time, At
present, however, the TI'ransvaal yvield ex-
ceeds that of this country by about 70 per
cent. The output of the South African
mines last vear was valued at $155,736,000,

Gold was discovered in that eountry in

1888, but it was not until nearly twenty
| ¥ears later that the metal was found in
| paying quantities and in a locality that
{ made profitable operation possible. The
industry on the Witwatersrand began in
1884, and the first battery, a five stamp out-
fit, was started in 1885, The vield in 1884
Was 850,485, In 1988 it was nearly $5,000,000,
{ The next ten years show an increase to
$80,000,000, and the later years show steady
gain, with the exception of the years of the
war, to the present more than $150,000,000
a vear. The dividends from the various
mining companies from 1887 to 1910
amount to $308.000,000. Last year 27,000,-
00 tons of ore were milled, yielding an
average of $8.97 to the ton. The working
profita of the yvear were $36,000,000, and
dividends of $41,000,000 were declared.

The probable life of the mines has been
variously estimated. Averagingthevari-
ous estimates, it appears that another
twenty-five yvears will mark the end of
profitable operation in many of the mines
hecause of the depth that will then be
reached. There is a limit to the number
of feet that a ton of ore may be hoisted
for the purpose of getting $7 worth or so
of gold out of it. There seems to be no
limit to the depth of the beds of conglom-
erate in which the gold is carried, but there
is a question of the depth to which it is
poesible to go with profit. If the mine
owners were obliged to employ white
labor it is probable that some of the prin-
cipal mines would have been compelled
to suspend operations before this time.
Some 20,000 white men are employed
in clerical places, as superintendenta,
managers, foremen, engineers and in
other posts of responsibility, but the man-
| ual labor is done by a force of nearly 200,-
000 native blacks under terms and con-
ditions that have heen criticised and even
denonneed by social reformers. Five or
gix vears ago an effort was made to sub-
stitute efficient Chinese labor for the in-
efficient native labor and thousands of
cooliea were brought in. The scheme
failed and the coolies were repatriated.

It in generally admitted that the enor-
mous increase in gold supply has served
to advance materially the prices of com-
| modities. The total world production in
| 1800 was 5.740,308 ounces, valued at $115 -

The heron and crane are at work in the reeds, | *1%7%0.  The value of the output in 1000 | agreed to pay annually for fifteen years
The grandlloquent fay In the sweet scented ash s | W8 $25,576.300, and in 1910 approximately | nearly $1,000,000 for the creation and main-

il!m,tm.mt Ten years hence the yield
{ may be greater than this or lesa, Anin-
‘I crease may come from the discovery and
| development’ of new deposits, or a de-
| erease may follow the exhaustion of pres-
|Pnt sources of supply. At present there
is no probability that the mines of the
Witwatersrand will in the next ten years
| repeat the experience of the last decade,
:hut it does seem possible that the yield
'of 1920 will be not far from $200,000,000.
| The world could get along very well for a
number of years with its present supply.

Concerning the Reeall.
| Torae Eoiror op THE SUN~Sir: If the
, current political fad, initiative, referendum

o " 1 5

The masciline and fem!l | and recall, is to have its day: and perhaps (arrangements of some kind to facllitate

nine rhymes alternate, and this metrical device | it must, there is an important consideration | hoth attack and defence at night.
pleasing kind of | that should not be overlooked,

It is a primary principle of parliamentary
law, the correctness of which never has been
nuestioned, that a motion to reconsider can
be made only by one who voted on the
prevailing side. The common sense of this

 regulation is so obvious that it needs mno
cxplanation. On exactly the same principle,
jand for exactly the same reason, if we are
| 1o have the recall the law should provide
| that every signer of a petition for recall
must make oath that he voted for the oMcial
{in question. Without this resulation, in
| case of a close election the defeated party
could always get up a petition and try con-
clusions over again, and would he contin-
ually tempted to do so. To put the case in
few words, only those who called should
have the privilege of recalling. It may be
| presumed that if an ofMcial does not con-
duct the business of his oMce as the maijority
have elected him to conduct it, that majority
will wish to replace him; while, on the other
hand, if he does carry out the wishes of the
majority, tha minority should not be allowed
to disturb him,

I cannot conceive that any man with
| proper relf-respect would accept an oMce
| fubject to recall if a petition signed by
Tom, Dick and Harry of the opposing party
could compel & new election. nor can | con-
ceive that the people would long endure the
state of things that would certainly result
from such a law.

RossITER JoRNSON,
NEw Yonk, April 11,

More Poets Yet,

To e EpiTor o THE SUN-Sir: TRE
Sus's “More Poets Yet” cataplasm, to draw
from the Muse at various points the humors
of her system at this season, is doing good
work for those obscure poeta whom the
criel and carping eritics deery because their
pens are less mighty than their souls and
they cannot write what throbs within their
hreasts quite as foreefully, more so since it
is more pent up, than throhsa within the
hosoms of these other poets whose mouths,
pens, are a8 large as their souls, or words
to that effect. 1 offer one tender breathing
from the Grassy Creek correspondent of the
Hazel Green, Kv., Herald:

I have always loved you
And love you now;

Will you be my saweet wife
Upon falr Grassy's brow?

I'rom childhood's falry days
You've heen my goal;
Wil you bie my pratty wife
U'pon falr Grassy's soul?

1f you'll only say the word
To the preacher we'll start;
Wil you be my angelle wife
Upon falr Grassy's heart?
Ani here is another from Elim'a Olio, a mag-
azine of sentiment also published at Hazel
tireen, which seems to ba a nesting place for
the Muse family. 1tisentitled “Love":
Down beside the woodiand and river
Alone 1 wander along
Just to see the beauty of the woods
And to hear God's eternal song.

And if what 1 do and say
Does not see the light of day
I will sing my own sweet lullaby
And love the flowers of the sky
Will Tne SvN be kind enough to permit
this one to see the light of day?
NEw Yonrk, April 11,

W. I L

Confirmed at the Age of Ninety.

To THE EDITOR 29 THe SUN -Sir: In THR SUN
of April 10 It was sald that at Grace Church,
Klizabeth, N. J., there was confirmed on Sunday
Iast by the Bishop of the Trenton dlocese one of
the oldest persons ever confirmed in the Protes
tant Eplscopal Church, a man 78 years old.

1 ean clte an lnstance of A person twelveo years
older than that 1o whom at the age of 0 was ad-
ministered the holy rite of confirmation at Christ
Chureh, elty of Rochester, N, Y. This occurred
many years ago. and the aged person was my
father. Nearly all his life hefore his identification
with the Episcopal Church he had amilated more
or less acthvely with the Presbyterlan Chureh,
put had never hecome a member of (1. He died
in his ninely second year, with mental and physl-
cal powers finely presesved unill a few days before
hin death. a genileman of the old school.

Naw Yona, April 11, an
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GERMAN MERCANTILE MARINE.

WasninatoN, April 11.—Consul-General
|Skinner reports from Hamburg that
“apparently the German mercantile ma-

[The two largest steamship companies

| and nearly all others are doing a reason-
ably satisfactory business. Germany's
shipping interests are not limited to the
transportation of merchandise and passen-
| gers to and from German harbors, Many
vessels that fly the German flag seldom
enter a German port. For instance, a
considerable fleet is employed in main-
taining a service between Mediterranean
ports and the United States, while other
vessels are employed entirely on routes
in the Far Fast,

Twenty years ago Germany's merchant

'marino included 2,675 mailing ships and
H08 steamships, with tonnages of 603.4156
and 723,652, In 1910 it included 2877
sailing ships and 1,050 steamships, the
tonnages being 404,576 and ?.349,567. The
increase in number and size of veasels
using steam has been notable, but when
allowance is made for the huge liners
|on the Atlantic route and on through
irolltun to the Far Fast it is evident that
'mont of the ships are of comparatively
small tonnage. They are, however, prop-
erly suited to the purposes for which
they are employed, big shipa for big trafflc
and smaller vessels for minor routes.
| Germany's mercantile steamship tonnage
'is somewhat less than that of the United
| States. The particular difference in the
two services is that most of the American
veasels are engaged in lake and coast
traffic, chiefly domesatic, while most of
Germany's mercantile fleet is employed
in international trade,

Consaul-General Skinner reports that his
| most recent information is that the direot
subsidies paid to German shipping lines
by the imperial Government amount to
only $1,904,000. There are also indirect
benefits in the form of export rates on
land shipments, but these apply to all
lvmpia irrespective of nationality. The
| subsidy rate a gross registered ton is very
low, only 44 cents. Tha British rate on a
gross tonnage four times as great as Ger-
many's is 48 centa, while the French rate
in $4.00, the Japanese rate is $5.88, and the
Italian rate is $7.88, Mr. Skinner notes
that “German shipping is aided or at least
rendered more advantageous to the spe-
|cial interesta concerned by the liberty
! permitted to large corporations in the

matter of forming trusts and trade agree-
ments.” He notes also the benefit secured
through the ability of the shipping com-
panies “to procure an unlimited number
| of seamen at low wages.”
| Germany's merchant marine policy was
|adopted in 1885, when the Government

| tenance of new lines to the Far East. The
| payment was made for mail service.
{ Without that and later arrangements the
| commerce of Germany would not have
| assumed its present proportions.

A FIELD SEARCHLIGHT.

. Alithe world’'s armies have for some vears
| taken a great interest in the development of
| fleld wearchlights. Recent wars, particu-
|larly the Russo-Japanese campaign, have
indicated what important use may be made
|of the electric searchlight when skilfully
handled, Night attacks will constitute a
more common factor to be reckoned with
in future wars than ever hefore, and
| therefore fleld armies must bhe supplied
!m:h serviceable and practicable lighting

This
| has led to the introduction of a great variety
,of apparatus for fleld illumination.
| The systems which have proved of prac-
tical use up to the present time are all fairly
| serviceable and of a high degree of per-
fection in a technical sense, but they are
generally mounted on wagons for facility
of transportation, and although they have
a certain degree of mobility, such wagon
trains for illuminating purposes cannot be
counted on for all requirements 4n a cam-
paign, especially in country of a moun-
tainous character.

The Siemens-Schiickert works, the great
searchiight manufacturers, have just suc-

ceeded in comstructing a portable fleld
searchlight that meets all the latest re-
quirements. This system admits of the

employment of a gearchlight with a para-
bolic glass mirror of fourteen inches di-
ameter, possessing A useful illuminating
range of 1,100 to 1,800 vards and vet weigh-
ing only 680 pounds in all, including the
material, benzine, water and oil necessary
for an eight or ten hour run. The entire
apparatus is carried on four pack animals,
one of which carries the searchlight with
cooler and a supply of water and the gaso-
lene or benzine holder, welghing, exclu-
sive of the sixty-six pound pack saddle,
1804 pounds; another carries the dynamo,
&c., weighing 176 pounds; another the gaso-
lene motor, &c., weighing 152.6 pounds, and
the fourth the cable drums, water bag and
tools, weighing 121 pounds,

Evidently a piece of apparatus as light
as this, which can be loaded on four pack
animals  travelling independently, can
readily accompany troops in the most difi-
cult country, even in mountainous regions,
It can therefore be assigned to mseparate
patrola or outposts, which are often pushed
forward on narrow tralls in order to oceupy
high points, where a searchlight immediately
available may render excellent servioce,

Such an apparatus will aleo be invaluable
for waiching rivers, &c¢., especially where
the shores are so thickly covered with under-
brush that it is impossible to bring up any
wheeled vehicles. In inst such places it
may often be necessary to detect the
enemy'’s attempts at crossing, his prepara-
tions for that purpose or the layving of his
bridges, and to prevent the execution of the
work. In addition it will be of great value
1o all sorts of detachments or expedition-
ary forces, pushed far out to the front,
which have to cross difficult ground and
cannot take with them their ordinary tralns.

The apparatus for packing is so con-
structed that It can readily be taken apart
and put together; indeed, about five min-
utes is all that is required for either opera-
tion. The benzire or gasolene motor with
1,%0 revolutions a minute develops from
four to six horse-power. The gasolene
holder or reservoir contains fifteen liters,
The motor and dynamo are connected hy
means of & leather belt, and the latter with
1,500 revolutions a minute develops a ten-
sion of sixty-five volta and a current of
twenty-two amperes. To save weight sateel
and aluminum are used where possible, and
only the most necessary instruments and
switches are provided. '

Wants to Join a Good Fishing Club.

To THE FEpITOR OF THE SUN - Sir: Speaking of
the letter on "Fisherman's Cholce.” in Tk Sux
of April 2. permit me to say the trouble with
some near sportsmen Is Ignorance rather than
meannces or paverty. | have long been looking
for a week end club where I could have fishing In
fresh orsalt water and my wife could be comfort-
able, Hut 1 have not heen able W find A cheap
clib which was not “nasty.” And although I am
willing to pay upon a fairly liberal scale | am re-
luctant to assoclate with those whose seale of ||y -
log I8 above mine 1. Wartox,

BROGELYN, Aprll 11,

e e —
The Three Great Prejudices,
K'ram the Spectator,

It Is not customary for more than one of the
three great prejudices 1o be entertained by the
same person. But we know of & certaly number
of persons who entertain two. We once, however,
knew a man- an lallan, a correspondent of the
Spectator, and a priest - who, astonishing as It
sounds, sincerely enteriained all three, His
country, he declared, was In deadly peril from
|Ihroo malign Influences, “the Jews. the Free-
.m- and the Jesults.” That, we take It, Is &

adih oo o Nl e

rocord.
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PIGEON RACING IN FRANCE.

Consul Joseph KEmerson Haven, Roubalz, in Daily
Congular and Trade Reports.

Pigeon fAlying is carried on in tha Depart-
ment of the North with more enthusiasm
than in any other section of France. Aside
from being a sport the practical side ha®
appealed to the Government and ns a
result almost every garrisoh is fitted with
a loft where pigeons are trained for use in
timeof warand during army manwuvres,

Several vears ago a decrea was signed
forbidding the keeping or training of racing

pigeons (pigeons voyageurs) by foreigners |

residing in the country. A French citizen
to keep such birds must first make an appli-
cation to the civil authorities, This appli-
cation is forwarded to the Governor of the
department, and it is only on his approval
that the necessary permission is granted,

The training of racing pigeons is a long
and tedious undertaking, not always meet-
ing with success but very profitable when
properly carried out, ‘The ¢ity of Roubaix
alone has fifty-three pigeon clubs, the mem-
bers possessing 12,228 trained birds as well
as 8,723 untrained birds, the latter being
kept for breeding purposes. These clubs
hold a certain number of “concours” or
matches during the meason and invite all
interested to take part. For each bird
entered a fee of 10 1o 40 cents s charged.
Fach club employs a convoyeur, an official
whose duty it is to accompany the baskets
of pigeons to their destination, feed them
during the trip, and release them at the
stated time and place.

Prior to the racing season, which con-
tinues from May to Beptember, those in-
terested bring their birds to the club on
stated days to make trial flights ranging
from 30 1o 100 miles, These trial flights
enable the owners to select the best birds
for the long distance races

Races are invariably held on Sundays.
Birds entered must be brought to the club-
house forty-eight hours before the match,
to be marked and placed in a basket holding
fifty to sixty birds. On an average 2,000
to 3,000 birds are entered for each match,
Prior to placing the pigeons in baskets
for transportation to the polut of liberation
a rubber ring Is placed on the leg of each
bird bearing a rpecia! mark for that par-
ticular match.

The day preceding the race the con-
voyeur leaves with the baskets of pigeons
in a special car attached to a passencer
train and for which the raillway companies
make a special rate. On arriving at the
destination the car is sealed by the station
agent, who unseals it the next day and
superintends the removal of the baskets
to the freight yard, where they are opened
at a given time, the station agent signing
acertificate tothat effect. A certain amount
from the entry fees is get aside for prizes
and expenses. TPools are aleo formed, and
it is not uncommon for the owner of the

winning bird to receive $150 besides the'

recognized prize.

To prevent any dishonesty and to estah-
lish accuracy in timineg flights a special
apparatus is used, each bird owner possess-
ing one, This is a wooden box containing
a sealed clock met to agree exactly with the
sealed watch of the convoyeur. On the
bird's return from a fight the owner re.
moves the.ring from its leg and dropg it in a
slot in the apparatuas, where a special mech-
anism registers on a paper roll, to a fraction
of a second, the moment when the ring was
inserted,

On the day of the race the owners of the
racing birda keep their pigeon lofts ¢losed,
save for a trap or opening, none of the other
birds being allowed liberty. ‘T'he owner and
an assistant wait in the loft with the timing
apparatus for the arrival of the racers. 1In
some lofta an electric contrivance is fixed
to the board on which the bird alights,
which gives warning of its return. Ax the
pigeon has not been fed prior to being lih-
erated on its flight it immediately entera the
loft on ita return in search of food, where
it is caught, the ring removed from its foot
and registered, after which the bird is care-
fully fed and placed alone to rest

The average speed of a we!l trained bird
is ifty miles an hour, but this is frequent|y
exceeded. As a general rule all birds tak-
ing part in a match will have returned to
their several lofts within ten minutes after
the arrival of the first bird, showing the ex-
cellent training and selection which has been
made.

The most difficult annual race is that from
Biarritz to Roubaix, 625 miles, for which the
Government and the Minister of War offer
handrome prizes. At least 10 per cent. of
the birds in this race are lost or fall from ex-
haustion.

A law 18 in force in France which deals
severely with any one detaining, injuring
or killing a racing pigeon. Asa further in-
stance of the Government'sintergst the wires
of the telegraph and telephone systems,
Government monopoliea, in the vicinity of
pigeon breeding and flying centres are
fitted at certain intervals with large cork
blocks to warn the birds away when in
flight, thus saving them from death or cer-
tain injury. In time of war all racing
pigeons, as with horses, must be held at the
disposition of the Government.

Ag much as 8200 has been offered and re-
fused for a blue racing pigeon. This indi-
cates the value at which selected birds are
held. The homing instinct of these bhirds
is extraordinary, cases being known where
birds that have been taken from Roubaix
to other parts of France have returned after
@& period of six years.

JUMPING JACK BOURNE.

Affectionately Known as “‘Junior’ in Mis
Early New Bedford Days.

To TAR EDITOR OF THE Svx- Sir: Sorry to
be obliged to differ with your New Hedford cor
respondent “A. Fldus Achates.” While he cer
tainly Is correct as to the Richmond Hakery
“cream cakes” he Is surely ‘way off on the boyhood
contemporaries of Junlor Hourne, who In his
old academy days In New Bedford was nelther
“Johnny" nor “Johnnle" nor yet agaln “Jonny,”
but plain “Junlor Bourne,” who Is easlly recalled
at that perfod by a wide expanse of very white
cuff combined with most gorgeous cuff bhuttons

Concerning the six contemporaries named by
“A. Fldus Achates.” each and all were several
vears Junlor's junlor., and doubtiess would
now hardly care to be hustied along the road of
time any more rapidly than is really neccssary,
even 10 posscsf the sweelt memory of former
cream cakes eaten with Junlor Bourne. And
why. oh why, does our son of New Hedford spell
“Abbe” with a “y"*

One more falut recollection., “Jack Bourne”
was not exactly the "apple” of the oid gentle-
man's eye during his Harvard days. Vor, alas,
the appie fell and rolled away, but landed tri
umphantly indue time on the Pacific siope. Long
Iife to Junior, PoiNT Roap,

BROOKLINE, Mass,, Apri) 11,

New Hedford as Bagdad.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN - Sir: "A, Iidus
Achates,” 1 suspect him of helng a tutor In the
Boston Latln School, doubts my reallty and re
gards “cream tarts” as a proof of the unreliablility
of my evidence about the jackiness of Jack
Bourne. 1wasdealing with an "Arablan Nights”
story, the story that “Jack” was “Jonny.” Now
“cream tarts” (not “cream cakes”) are appropriate
tw New Bedford when It Is playlng Bagdad.

NEW YORE, April 11, WAMBUTTA,

A Breooklvn Man “Looking for Trouble.''

To THE Epiron OF THE SUN -Sir | wgs
amused by the question asked by & Brookivn
paper: "Why do Brooklynltes register as from
New York Instead of Brooklyn*" The fnference
was that It was wrong Lo do so; that It was not
“hoosting” Brooklyn

As an old Brooklynlte | can give my reason for
s0 doing when | am travelling. | nond that more
respect and attentlon are pald 10 New Yorkers
that Drooklyn is consldered only an overgrown
village, and that Its citizens are considered nican
and penurious rather than broad, liberal and gen-
erous, as most New Yorkers are.

To Hlustrate: Hecently | was in a real estate
broker's oMee In Hrookiyn and took note of the
mental attitude of house hunters and home sepk -
ers who came in.  They wanted the earth for thelr
money. they put on an alr of being o good 10
live ovor slores, 1o live on car lines, &c. ‘They
wanted all the modern Improvements at bargain
counter prices. ‘They talked shoddy, they acted
shoddy and smaill.  Many of them probably hag
85 or 910 [n thelr pockets. If that much, and talked
about $1.000 rental houses when they could anly
afford $30 10 $40 & month.  This snirit stieks oy
of them in thelr dealings gonerally, 1 |t any
wonder that self respecting travellers do not want
o he considered as in that class?

BROORLIN, April AL, M. T, Ovansavan, .
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| 70 PROTECT THE Spars,
Representative "l'l'l“l'llfﬂ“:‘ Resainting
Asking for Information
" WASHINGTON, April 11— Repreco:
‘dward W. Townsend of New 1
intends to have Congress iny
conditions of the sealing 10
on the Pribyloff Islands, The 4
of the Government authoritiea
tinuing to kill off a npumber of 11
seals for the conservation, as theo o,
tend, of the herd has raiged a sharp o
cusgion in  scientific eireles. 1,
Hornaday of the New York oo i« ¢
the naturalists who opposed e
Nagol's policy.

Representative Townsend introdieeg
a rerolution in the House to-day i/,
upon Secretary Nagel to inform the 14,
fully upon this question. The resoly
aleo directs not only the Secrerqar.
Commerce and Labor but also Pres o
Taft and Attorney-General Wicker<
to forward to Congress all official ro;
and letters that they have receive|
regard to the sealing industry oy (),
Pribyloff Islands.

The resolution was referred tothe o
mittee on Ways and Means,

WANTS SPEECHES LABELLLD,

Murdock Proposes Reforms In the “Con.
gressional “'Record’s' Makeup,

WasniNaToN, April 11, Representu e
Murdock of Kansas to-day introduce| 3
resolution providing that speeches intha
Congreasional Record shall be corpectly
labelled. His resolution provides 11,
when a member prints a speach that .
not been actually deliversd the a0
that it was not spoken shall be noted iy
the HRecord. The resolution a'so i
vides that when a member makes a <peech
and afserward adds toit when it is printed
in the Record the fact that it has ooy
extended and changed from its original
form shall e stated, so that the reade
of the Congreasional Record will know
exact circumsiances.

“It is a notorious fact,” said Mr. M.
dock, “that the Congressional Record s
not a record. It has become largejv o
deplorably dull daily newspaper, full of
"ht_lom hic communications, My res.
ution is an attempt to make it a trus
record. If a man is willing to print a
6,000-word speech in the Record withont
ever having delivered a nin?lr‘ waord of it
on the floor of the House, then he ought
to ba willing to acknowledge that (he
gpeech never was delivered.  Dobate 1y
Congresd'is for the purpose of convineing
thoge who are present and participating
in thecontroveray, and not for the hepefit
of the author of a set gpeech.”

CLEMENCY RBY TAFT.
The President Pardons Three Ofenders
Regard for a Helpless Family,

Wasuinarox, April 11.—The sentences
of three men convicted of offences againsg
the Federal Government were commutad
by President Taft to-day.

Thaddeus S. Potter of Portland, Ore,
was convicted of conspiracy to defrasd
the Government out of public lands,
He was sentenced to six months imprisan-
ment and to pay a fine of $500. Potter is
{in ill health and his nplu\ul against the
sentence led President Taft some tima
ago to commute it to a fine of $50 without
imprisonment, Potter, however, was to
pay costs of the trinl. 1t later developed
that the costs of the trial amounted to
$2.000,  Potter again appealed for clem-
ency, contending that to pay such a sum
was as heavy a burden upon him as the
imprisonment.  The President to-day de-
cided to relieve Potter of the pavment
of the costs and let the total punishment
be ‘lhl‘! fine of $H,

The President gave immedinte com-
’mul-mnn to A, ] Keeton of Ftheridge,
Tenn., who was serving a sentence for

(S

rane

are

the

jrumnming an it cstillery, A ittla
while ago Keeton's wvife disd. leaving
Lhis eleven children without protection.

The President forgave his offence.

Becauss of doubt as to his guilt the
President also pardoned J. A, Ripper,
a merchant of St. Louis who had bheen
sentenced to six months imprisonment
for failure to destroy the revenue stamp
on an oleomargarine package.

THE 69TH INVITES TAFT,

The President I'romises to Try (o Attend
Its Dinner on April 26,

Wasninaroyn, April 1 Delegates
representing the Sixtyv-ninth Infantry
Regiment of the New York National Guard,
proudly procleimed by them  as the
famous Irish regiment, called at the
White House to-day to invite President
Taft to attend their celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the regiment's
departure for the civil war  The reg-
ment plans a banauet on the night of the
anniversary, April 4,

The President told them that as he
had already accepted four invitations
for his stay in New York on that mgeht,
he did not feel warranted in binding
himself to an acceptance of theirs but
that he would try to work into ther
celebration in some way if only for a
few minutes,

Representatives  of  the  Sixtv-ninth
Regiment said last night that Gen Leon-
a*d Wood, United Staies Sonator O0'Gor-
man and Attorney-General Wickersham
were among those who had accepted invi-
tations to the dinner. The committes
in charge of the arrangements compris s
Col. Louis E. Conly, Goorge Mchonald
and Arthur J. Mulqueen, The dmnner
is to be at the Hotel Astor

TWONEW MINISTERS RECEIVED.

Naon of Argentinad amd Rivero of Cubs
Present Thelr Credentlals.

WasHiNGTON, April 11, President Taft
this afternoon received Dr, Romolo S
Naon, the newly accredited Minister from
Argentina, and Sepnor Rivero, recently
appointed Minister from Cuba, who pre-
sented their credentials to this country

Benor Rivero was formerly Secretary
to the Cuban Legation in this city., 1The
formal diplomatic address of presenta
tion was interrupted by him to com
pliment President Tafi on his work for
Cuba. Dr. Naon in  presenting  his
l.'rvgiﬂlltllllll spoke of the admiration
which Argentina had shown for the United
Stnfwl in closely copying ita principles
inits Constitution,

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT PROBI.

Resolution to Investigate the Doings of
Wichersham's Administration.

WasumiNaron, April 11— Representative
Rainey of 1linois to-day introduced a reso
lution providing for an investigation of 1he
Depariment of Justice by o committes
of nine members of the House, six Demo-
crats and three Republicans,  Fifteon
thousand dollars is appropriated by tio
resolution, which directs the ascertam
ment. of whether the Attorney-General
now has any outside employment which
disqualifies him from holding his office
I'ha resolution also |nl\mro=s how many
anti-trust cases have bheen begun and
dropped and why.

Taft May Run Down te Texas.

Wasuixaron, April 11.—1If the extra
gession of Congress doea not confine Presi-
dent Taft too closely to Washington ! »
may journey to Texas to witness tho
maneuvres of the troops. Gov. Colguite
1of Texas has invited the President 1)
visit Texas while the troops are there, and
the President has expressed bis desie
to do so if possible,

Justice Hughes's Birthday Remembered,

WasmiNaron, April 11, -To-day was
the forty-ninth anniversary of the birth
of Justice Charles . Hughes, the youngest
member of the Suprems Court, He was
surprised when he took his seat on the
bench this morning to find severa}

bouquets of flowers




